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 In the 16th and 17th centuries, the wars of the Spanish monarchy caused a great increase in taxes and the start of conscription.
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And after reading Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur, Gass writes “I began to eat books like an alien worm.” In the concluding essay, “Evil,” Gass enlarges upon the themes of artistic quality and cultural values that are central to the books he has considered, many of which seek to reveal the worst in people while admiring what they do best.
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